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POLISH NATIONAL SENTENCED FOR VISA FRAUD SCHEME 

CHICAGO—A member of an interstate counterfeit document ring investigated by U.S Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) was sentenced yesterday for providing fake work visas and other 
visas to at least 100 Eastern European nationals illegally residing in the United States. 

U.S. District Court Judge James B. Moran sentenced Tomasz Oswiecinski, 32, to 27 months in 
prison. 

Oswiecinski, from Poland, was charged following an ICE investigation into a visa fraud ring 
operating at Inter-Pole Service, a Polish travel agency located at 4406 N. Milwaukee Ave. The 
investigation was initiated in December 2001 after ICE agents intercepted a shipment of counterfeit 
H1-B non-immigrant visas. 

Further investigation revealed that Oswiecinski and his co-conspirators charged clients between 
$1,500 and $3,000 for counterfeit work-authorization visas and other type of visas. He also helped 
his customers apply for valid social security numbers at various Social Security Administration 
(SSA) offices outside Illinois. 

Oswiecinski’s customers typically paid a deposit and turned over their passports during their initial 
meeting at the Polish travel agency. Once the passport and fake visa were ready, customers picked 
up their passports, paid the balance of their fee, and received instructions to travel to locations 
around the country, including Texas, Nevada and Minnesota, to apply for a social security card. 

Oswiecinski and his co-schemers directed customers to rent mail boxes at Mail Box Etc. offices in 
these states to establish a local address, and then arranged for them to visit the local SSA office to 
apply for a valid social security number based on the fraudulent visa. As part of the scheme, 
Oswiecinski placed advertisements in Chicago Polish newspapers to recruit customers for his 
criminal enterprise. 
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“This case demonstrates ICE’s commitment to dismantling and disrupting identity theft and benefit 
fraud,” said Elissa A. Brown, special agent-in-charge of the ICE Chicago Office of Investigations. 
“Fraudulent identification can be used by criminal and terror networks to carry out their schemes. By 
putting these fraudulent document rings out of business, ICE is increasing the overall security of the 
American homeland.” 

Oswiecinski is also wanted by law enforcement in Poland in connection with a homicide 
investigation. He will be removed from the United States and turned over to Polish authorities upon 
completion of his prison sentence. 
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U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security. ICE is comprised of five integrated divisions that form a 21st century law 
enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


